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Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

Special Political Missions (UNSOM and OPCW-UN) 

 

 I have the honour to introduce two addenda (A/68/327/Add.7 and Add.8) to the report of the 

Secretary-General that contain the 2014 budget proposals for 2 special political missions, namely for the 

United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM) and the Joint Mission of the OPCW and the 

United Nations on the Elimination of Chemical Weapons in Syria. 
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 The total requirements for UNSOM amount to around $50,4 million (net of staff assessment), 

including resources for 221 positions and other operational requirements. The total requirements for the 

Joint Mission of the OPCW and the United Nations on the Elimination of Chemical Weapons in Syria 

amount to around $11.8 (net of staff assessment), including resources for 123 positions and other 

operational requirements. 

 It is proposed that these requirements in the total amount of $62.2 million be charged against the 

$1.081 billion provision for special political missions, included under section 3, Political affairs, of the 

proposed programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015. 

Revised Estimates of the Human Rights Council  

The report before you details the additional resource requirements, resulting from resolutions and 

decisions of the Human Rights Council adopted in 2013 at its 22nd, 23rd and 24th regular sessions.  

      

 The General Assembly, in accordance with its resolutions 63/263 and 65/281, preferred that all 

financial implications emanating from the resolutions and decisions of the Human Rights Council during 

the particular year be presented to the Fifth Committee annually, including those emanating from the 

Council’s September session.  The present report details total budgetary requirements, estimated at $28.9 

million for the biennia 2012-2013, 2014-2015 and 2016-2017, representing the total costs of the extended 

or new mandates.   

 

Of those requirements, the amounts of $4.3 million and $10.5 million relate to activities of 

“perennial nature” that were already included into the programme budgets for the biennia 2012-2013 and 

2014-2015 respectively, while the amount of $3.3 million is to be considered in the context of the 

proposed programme budget for the biennium 2016-2017. With regard to the remaining additional 

requirements of $10.9 million it is proposed: (a) to accommodate the amount of $5 million from within 

existing resources, through redeployment, of the programme budget for the biennium 2012-2013; (b) to 

accommodate the amount of $723,500 from within the resources to be appropriated for the proposed 

programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015; and (c) to finance the balance of $5.1 million from 

additional appropriations in the context of the contingency fund for the biennium 2014-2015.  

 

It is also proposed that, as at 1 January 2014, two new P-3 and one new P-4 posts be established 

under section 24, Human rights, of the programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015 to support the 

activities mandated by the Council in its resolutions 24/19, 24/20 and 24/24.   
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With regard to additional requirements resulting from Council’s resolutions 22/13 and 22/24, 

entitled “Situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea” and “Situation of 

human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic”, the concurrence of the Advisory Committee on 

Administrative and Budgetary Questions to enter into commitments of $3.8 million under the provisions 

of General Assembly resolution on unforeseen and extraordinary expenses 66/249 was sought and 

received in April 2013. The related expenditures have been reported in the context of the second 

performance report on the programme budget for the biennium 2012-2013 (A/68/628). Therefore, no 

additional appropriations would be sought for activities under these resolutions. In the context of the 

present report and the related requirements of $3.8 million are shown in the Annex in the column 

“Requirements to be accommodated within the 2012-2013 appropriation” with the related footnote.         

       

Programme Budget Implications 

1. Human Rights Committee 

 

The programme budget implications statement A/C.5/68/15 before you details additional 

budgetary requirements resulting from Third Committee’s resolution A/C.3/68/L.31/Rev.1 authorizing the 

Human Rights Committee the addition of one week of meeting time in 2014, as a temporary measure, in 

order to address the backlog of communications under the first Optional Protocol to the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  

 

It is proposed that the related additional appropriation of $1,501,100 for the biennium 2014-2015, 

including $1,063,300 under section 2, General Assembly and Economic and Social Council affairs and 

conference management, $432,900 under section 24, Human rights, and $4,900 under section 29 F, 

Administration, Geneva, of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015 be approved as 

a charge to the contingency fund. 

 

2. United Nations Human Rights Training and Documentation Centre for South-West Asia and 

the Arab Region 

 
The programme budget implications statement A/C.5/68/17 before you details additional 

budgetary requirements to implement the terms of the Third Committee’s resolution 

A/C.3/68/L.52/Rev.1, which: 
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a) reaffirmed the request contained in paragraph 5 of resolution 57/162 and endorsed the proposal of the 

Secretary-General to strengthen the Centre as proposed in A/68/287, with the costs to be borne by the 

regular budget and extra-budgetary resources as recommended by the Secretary-General, in order to 

ensure the full implementation of the mandate of the Centre; and 

 

b) requested the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at the sixty-ninth session, a report, 

in accordance with the existing rules and procedures on the implementation of the present resolution.   

 

It is proposed that the related additional appropriation of $2,166,600 for the biennium 2014-2015, 

including $30,400 under section 2, General Assembly and Economic and Social Council affairs and 

conference management and $2,136,200 under section 24, Human rights, of the proposed programme 

budget for the biennium 2014-2015 be approved as a charge to the contingency fund. 

 
3. Implementation of the Outcome of the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements 

(Habitat II) and Strengthening of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-

Habitat) 

 

The statement of Programme Budget Implications (A/C.5/68/18) before you details additional 

resource requirements to implement paragraph 4 and 9 of draft resolution A/C.2/68/L.61 entitled 

“Implementation of the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) 

and strengthening of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)” 

 

The General Assembly, through its resolution 67/216, requested the Secretary-General of the 

conference (Habitat III) to prepare a proposal, for consideration by the Governing Council of UN-Habitat 

at its 24th session in April 2013, on how best to provide inputs for and support to the preparatory process 

of the conference. The Governing Council considered this proposal and adopted resolution 24/14, 

outlining the preparatory work required for Habitat III, which has been subsequently affirmed by the 2nd 

Committee of the General Assembly in its resolution A/C.2/68/L.61. 

  

The statement of Programme Budget Implications includes the regular budget share of the costs of 

the preparatory process for Habitat III amounting to $2,073,700 (net) under section 15, Human 

settlements, of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015. 

 

 

 



 5

 

 

4. Small Island Developing States 

 

The programme budget implications statement A/C.5/68/19 before you details additional 

budgetary requirements resulting from the Second Committee’s resolution A/C.2/68/L.67 for the 

convening of two preparatory committee meetings and the Third International Conference on Small Island 

Developing States in 2014. 

 

It is proposed that the related additional appropriation of $762,600 under section 2, General 

Assembly and Economic and Social Council affairs and conference management, of the proposed 

programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015 be approved as a charge to the contingency fund.  

 

Contingency Fund 
 

The consolidated statement of programme budget implications and revised estimates is presented 

in document A/C.5/68/20 in line with the annex to General Assembly resolution 42/211. In its resolution 

67/248, the General Assembly decided that the level of the contingency fund for the biennium 2014-2015 

be set at $40.4 million. 

 

The total potential charges confirmed at the time of the finalization of the current statement, 

taking into account the recommendations of the ACABQ, and without prejudice to further decisions to be 

made by the General Assembly, would amount to $19.8 million and, accordingly, a balance of $20.6 

million would remain available in the contingency fund. 

 

I shall be pleased to respond any questions or further information requests of the Committee. 
 
 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 


